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THE MAN WITH THE COUGH. 




I am a German by birth and descent, 
fefy name is Schmidt. But by educa- 
tion I am quite as mu« h an Englishman 
as a "Deutscher." and hy affection much 
more the former. My life has been 
spent pretty equally between the two 
countries, and I flatter myself I sp*i»k 
both languages without any foreign ac- 
cent. 

I count England my headquarters 
ttow; It Is •■home" to me. But a few 
years ago I was resident in Germany, 
only going over to London now and then 
on business. I will not mention the 
town where I lived. It Is unnecessary 
to do so. and in the peculiar experience 
I am about to relate I think real names 
pf people yind places are Just ns well or 
better, avoided. 

I was connected with a large and im- 
portant firm of engineers. I hHd been 
bred up to the profession, and was cred- 
ited with a certain amount .of talent; 
and I was considered— and. with all mod- 
esty. I think I deserved the opinion — 
steady and reliable, so that I had al- 
ready attained a fair position in the 
house and was looked upon as a "rising 
man.” But I was still young, and not 
quite so wise as I thought myself. I 
came very near once to making a great 
mess of a certain affair. It Is this 
story which I am going to tell. 

Our house went in larg* !y f«r patents 
—rather too largely, some thought. But 
the head partner - ' son was a bit «*f a 
genius in his way, and his father was 
growing old. and let Herr Wilhelm — 
Moritz we will call the family name- 
do pretty much as he ch* »s*\ And on 
the whole Herr Wilhelm did well. He 
Was cautious, and he had the benefit of 
the -till greater caution and larger ex- 
perience of Herr Gerhard t. the second 
partner In the firm. 

Patents anil the laws which regulate 
them are queer things to have to ilu 
with. No one who h.u* net had personal 
experience of the eorapllcatl* 'its that 
arise eould l>e!|eve h> w fur tbes^- spread 
and how entangled they become. Great 
acuteness as well as caution Is cal lei I 
for If you would guide your patent bark 
safely to port — ami. perhaps more thaw 
anything, a power »»f holding your 
tongue. I was no chatterbox, nor. when 
on a mission of Importance, did l g*> 
about looking as If 1 were bursting null 
secrets, which is. in my opinion, almost 
as dnngerni.s as revealing them. No 
one. to meet me on the Journeys who h 
it often fell to my lot to undertake, 
would have guessed that I had any- 
thing on my mlml hut an easy-going 
young fellow’s natural interest In his 
surroundings, though many a time I 
have stayed awake through a whole 
night of railway travel If at all doubt- 
ful about my fellow passengers. **r not 
dared to g.. to sleep in a hotel without 
n ready-loaded revolver by tuy pillow 

For now and then — though not through 
me — our secrets did ouaie out. And If. 
as has happened, they were secrets con- 
nected with government orders or con- 
tracts. there was. or. lmt for the exer- 
tion of the greatest energy and tact, on 
the part uf niy superiors, there would 
have been, to put It plainly, the devil to 
pay 

One morning— it was nearing the «nd 
of November— I was sent for to Herr 
Wilhelm’s private room. There ? found 
him anil Herr Gerhard t before a table 
spread with pajiers covered with fig- 
ures and calculations, and sheets of 
beautifully executed d lit grains. 

"Luu," said Herr Wilhelm. He had 
known me from childhood, and often 
called me by the abbreviation of my 
Christian name, which Is Ludwtg or 
Louis. "Lutz, we are going to confide 
to you a matter of extreme Importance. 
You must be prepared to start for 
London tomorrow.” 

"All right, sir." I said. **I shall be 
ready." 

"Vou will take the express through to 
Calais — on the whole It is the best route, 
especially at this season. By traveling 
all night you will catch the boat there 
ar.d arrive In London so as to have a 
good night's rest and be clear-headed 
for work the next morning.” 

I bowed agreement, but ventured to 
make a suggestion, 

"If. as I infer, the matter is one of 
great, importance,** I said, "would it 
not be well for me to start sooner? I 
can — yes." throwing a rapid survey over 
the work I had before me for the next 
two days. "I can be ready tonight.” 

Herr Wilhelm looked at Herr Ger- 
hard t. Herr Gerhardl shook his head. 

"No.” he replied, "tomorrow It must 
be.” and then he proceeded to explain 
to me why. 

I need not attempt to give all the de- 
tails of the matter with which I was 
Intrusted. Indeed, to ■•lay" readers It 
would be Impossible. Suffice It to say 
the whole concerned a patent — that of a 
Very remarkable and wonderful Inven- 
tion. whb-h It was hop.-d and believed 
the governments of both countries would 
take up. But to secure this being done 
in a thoroughly satisfactory manner It 
was necessary that our firm should go 
about It in concert with an English 
house of first-rate standing. To this 
house — the flrni of Messrs. Bluestone & 
Fag g, I will cull them — I was to be 
sent with full explanations. And the 
next half-hour or more passed In my 
superiors going minutely Into the de- 
tail*. so as to satisfy themselves that I 
Understood. The mastering of the 
whole was not difficult, for I was well 
grounded technically; and. like many of 
the best things, the Idea was essentially 
simple, and the diagrams were perfect. 
When the explanations were over and 
my Instructions duly noted I began to 
gather together the various sheets, 
which were all numbered. Hut, to my 
surprise Herr Oerhardt, looking over 
me. withdrew two of the most Important 
diagrams, without which the others were 
valueless, because Inexplicable. 

"Stay.” he sold; "these two. Ludwig, 
must be kept separate. These we send 
today, by registered post, direct to Hlue- 
atone & Fogg. They will re. eiv# th»m a 
day before they see you. and with them 
a letter announcing your arrival." 

I looked up In some disappointment. I 
bad known of precautions of the kind 
being taken, but usually when the em- 
ploye sent was leas reliable than I be- 
lieved myself to be. Still. I scarcely 
dared to demur. 

"Do you think that D««w> ?” I said 
reaped ftilly. "I can assure you that 
from the moment you In’.tuh'. in. with 
the papers they shall never quit me. day 
or night. And if there were any postal 
delay— you say tint.- is valuable in this 
case — or If the papers were stolen In 
the transit— such things have happened 
—my whole mission would be worthless.” 

"We do not doubt your zeal and dis- 
cretion. my good Schmidt." said Herr 
Oerhardt. "But in this case we must 
lake even extra precautions. I had not 
meant to tell you. fearing to »dd to the 
certain amount of nervousness and strain 
unavoidable in such a case, but still, 
perhaps. It Is best that you should know 
that we have reason for some special 
anxiety. It ha* been hinted to us that 
some breath of this"— and he tapped the 
papers- "has reached those who are al- 
ways on the watch for such things. We 
cannot be too careful.” • 

"And yet.” I persisted, "you would 
trust the pemtT' 

"We do not trust the post.” he replied. 
"Even If these diagrams were tampered 
with, they would be perfectly useless. 
And tampered wtth they will not be. 
But even supposing anything so wild— 
the rogues In question knowing of your 
departure (and they are more likely to 
know of it than of our packet hy postj— 
were they in collusion with some traitor 
In the poatodlce. are sharp enough to 


guess the truth — that we have made a 
masonic secret of it — the two separate 
diagrams are valueless without your pa- 
pers; your papers reveal nothing with- 
out Nos. 7 and 13." 

I bowed In submission. But I was. all 
the same. di.<appolmed. a* 1 said, and a 
trifle mortified. 

Herr Wilhelm saw It and cheered me 
up. 

"All right. Lutz, my boy.” he said. "I 
feel Just like you— nothing I should en- 
joy more than a rush over to London, 
carrying the whole document*, and pre- 
i*»red for a fight with any one who tried 
to get hold of them. But Herr Oerhardt 
here is cooler-blooded than we are." 

The elder man smiled. 

"I don’t doubt your readiness to fight. 

nor Ludwig's either. BtH It would be 
by no such honestly brutal means as 
often robbery that we should be out- 
witted. Make friends readily with one 
while traveling. Lutz, yet avoid the ap- 
pearanee of keeping y* urself aloof. You 
understand?" 

"Perfectly." I said. "I shall sleep well 
t» night, so as to be prepared to keep 
awake throughout the Journey.” 

The papers were then carefully packed 
up. Those consigned to my care were 
to he carried In a certain light, black 
handbag with a very good lock, which 
had often before been tny traveling com- 
panion. 

And the f< llowlng evening I started by 
the express train agreed upon. So. at 
least. I have always believed, but 1 have 
never been able to bring forward a wit- 
ue.-.s to thV'fuct of my « rain at the start 
being the right one. as no one came with 
me to sec me off. For It was thought 
best that I should depart in as un- 
obtrusive •» manner as possible, as. even 
In a larg*. town sttch as ours, the mem- 
bers and employes of an old and Im- 
portant house like the Morltzes* were 
well kn* wn. 

I took my ticket then, registering no 
luggage, a* I had none but what I easily 
carried In my hand, as well as the hag 
It was already dusk. If not dark, and 
there was not much bustle in the station, 
nor apparently many passenger’s. i 
look my place in an empty second-class 
compartment, and sat there quietly till 
the train should start. A few minutes 
before it did so another man got In. I 
w.<s somewhat annoyed nt this, as iu 
my circumstances nothing wifs more 
undesirable than traveling alone with 
• •ne other. Had there been a crowded 
compartment, or one with three or four 
passengers. 1 would have chosen It; but 
at the moment I got In the carriage* 
were all either empty or with but one or 
two occupant*. N w. t sal. I to myself. 

I should have done betler to wait till 
nearer the time of departure, and tMbn 
chosen my place. 

I turned to reconnoitre my companion, 
hut I could not see his fa<»* clearly, as 
lie was half leaning out ut the window. 
Was he doing so on purjeisc? I said to 
myself. for naturally I was In a 
suspicious mood. And ns the thought 
struck me I half started up. determined 
to choose another i-OtniNlUineitl. Sud- 
denly a peculiar sound made Itself heard. 
My companion was coughing. He drew 
hi* head in. covering his face with his 
hand, as he coughed again. You never 
heard *u*h a curious cough. It was more 
like a hen •ducking than anything I ran 
think of. Once, twice, he coughed; then, 
as if he had been waiting for the slight 
spasm to pans, he sprang up. looked 
eagerly out of the window again, and. 
opening the jiwf jumped out. with some 
txclamallou. a* If he had just caught 
sight of a friend. 

And In another moment or two— he 
could barely have had time to get In 
elsewhere — much to my satisfaction, the 
train moved off. 

"Now.” thought I. "I can make my- 
self comfortable for some hours. We do 

not stop till M ; It will l>e 9 o'clock by 

then. If no one gets on there 1 am safe 
to go through till tomorrow alone; then 

there will only be Junction and a 

clear run to t'alais.” 

I unstrapped my rug and lit a cigar— 
••f course, I had chosen a smoking-car- 
riage — an<l delighted at having got rid 
of my clucking companion, the time 
paused pleasantly till we pulled up at 

M . The delay there was not great. 

and. to my enormous satisfaction, no one 
molested my solitude. Evidently the ex- 
press to Calais was not in very greRt de- 
mand that night. 1 now felt so secure 
that, notwithstanding my Intention of 
keeping awake all night, my Innermost 
consciousness had not, 1 suppose, quite 
resigned Itself to the necessity, for not 
more than an hour or *o after leaving 
M , possibly sooner, I fell fast asleep. 

It seemed to me that 1 had slept heav- 
ily. for when I awoke I had great diffi- 
culty in remembering where I was. Only 
by slow degree* did 1 realize that I was 
not In my comfortable bed at home, but 
In a chilly. Ill-lighted railway carriage. 
Chilly— yea. that It was — very chilly; but 
as my faculties returned I remembered 
my precious Img. and forgot all else In a 
momentary terror that It had been taken 
from me. No; there It was — my elbow 
had been pressed against It as I slept. 
Hut how was this? The train was not 
in motion. We wore standing in a sta- 
tion: n dingy, deserted-looking place, 
with no cheerful noise or bustle; only 
one or two porter* slowly moving about, 
with a sort of sleepy, "night duty.” surly 
air. It could not lie the Junction? I 
looked at my watch. Barely midnight? 
Of course, not at the junction. We were 
not due there till 4 o’clock In the morn- 
ing or so. 

What. then, were we doing here, and 
what was "here?" Had there been an 
accident — some unforseen necessity for 
Shipping? At that moment a curious 
sound, front some yards’ distance only it 
deemed to come, caught my ear. It was 
the crooking, cackling cough!— the cough 
of my momentary fellow-i>a*«ienger. 
toward whom 1 had felt an Instinct- 
ive aversion. I looked out of the win- 
dow— there was a refreshment room Just 
opposite, dimly lighted, like everything 
else, and in the doorway, os if Just enter- 
ing. was a figure which I felt pretty sure 
was that of the man wtth the cough. 

"Bah!" I said to myself. "I must not 
be fanciful. I dare say the fellow's all 
right. He Is evidently in the same hole 
hb myself. What. In heaven's name, are 
we waiting here for?" 

I sprang out of the carriage, nearly 
tumbling over a porter slowly passing 
along. 

"How long are we to stay here?" I 
cried. "When do we start again for 
— — ?" and I named the Junction. 

"For ?” he repeated In the queer- 

est German I ever heard— was It Ger- 
man. or did I dlscover hls ^meaning by 
s-.rne preternatural cleverness of my 

own? "There Is no train for for 

four or live hours, not tilt ” and he 

named the time; and leaning forward 
lazily, he took out my larger bag and 
my rug. dej* •siting them on the plat- 
form. He did not seem the least sur- 
prised at finding me there — l might have 
been there for a week. It scetned to 
me. 

"No train for five hours? Are you 
mad?** I said. 

He shook his head and mumbled some- 
thing, and it seemed to me that he 
pointed to the refreshment-room oppo- 
site. Gathering my thing* together I 
hurried thither, hoping to find some 
more reliable authoritv. But there was 
no one there except * fat man with a 
white apron, who was * tearing the coun- 
ter— and — yes. In one corner was the 
figure i had mentally dubbed "the man 

with the cough.” 

I addressed the cook or waiter, which- 
ever he was. But he only shook his 
b*-ad — denied all knowledge of the 
trains, but Informed me that— in other 
words- -I must turn out: he was going 
to shut up. 

"And where am I to spend the night, 
than?" I said angrily, though dearly It 
was not the aproned individual who was 
responsible for the position In which I 
found myself. 

There was a "restauratlon.” he in- 
formed me. near at hand, which I should 
flqd still open, straight before me on 
leaving the station, and then a few 
door* to the right I would see the 
lights. 

C)MHy there was nothing else to be 
done. 1 went out, and as I did so the 


silent figure In the corner rose also and 
followed me. Th" station was evidently 
going to bed. As I passed the porter I 
•repeated the hour he had named, add- 
ing. "That Is the first train for 

junction?" 

He nodded, again naming the exact 
time. But I cannot do s<>. as 1 have j 
never been able to recollect it. 

I trudged along the road— there were j 
lamps, though very feeble ones; but by 
their light 1 saw that the man who had I 
been hi the icfreshment room was stUI | 
a few steps behind me. It made mt j 
feel slightly netvous, nr.d I look'll round 
furtively once or twice; the las.', time I j 
did so he was not to be seen, and I 
hoped he had gone some other way. 

The "res lau ration" was scarcely more | 
inviting than the station refreshment 
room. It. too, was very dimly lighted, 
and the one or two attendants seemed 
half asleep and wars strangely silent. 
There was a fire, of a kind, and I seat-^d 
myself at a small table near it and asked 
for some coffee, which would. I thought, 
serve the double purpose of warming uut 
and keeping me awake 

It was brought me. in silence. I drank 
It. and felt the better for It. But there 
wns something so gloomy and unsoci- 
able. so queer and almost weird about 
the whole aspect and feeling of the pla-;». 
that a sort of Irritable resignation took 
possession of me. If these surly folk 
won't speak, neither wilt I. I said to my- 
self childishly. And, Incredible as It 
may sound. I did not speak. 1 think I 
paid for the coffee, but I am not quite 
sure. 1 know I never asked what 1 had 
meant to ask— the name of the town — a 
place of some Importance, to judge by 
the size of tfie station and the extent of 
twinkling lights I had observed as I 
made tny way to the "restauratlon.” 
From that day to this 1 have never been 
able to Identify It. and I am quite sure 
I never shall. 

What was there peculiar about that 
coffee? Or was it something peculiar 
about my own condition that caused tt 
to have the unusual effect I now ex- 
perienced? Thai question, too. I cannot 
answer. All I remember i« feeling a sen- 
sation of irresistible drowsiness creeping 
over me — mental, or rn**r.il I may say. 
as well a* physical. For when one part 
of me feebly resisted the first onslaught 
of sleep, something seemed to reply. 
“Oh, nonsense! you have several hours 
before you. Your papers are all right 
No one can touch them without awaking 
you." 

And. dreamily conscious that my be- 
longings were on the floor at my feet — 
th** hog Itself actually resting against 
my ankle— tny scruples silenced them- 
selves in tin extraordinary way. I re- 
mernber nothing more, save y vague eoti- 
scimienisa through alt tny slumber of 
confused and chaotic dreams, which I 
have never lieen able to recall. 

I awoke at Inst, and that with a start, 
almost a jerk. Something had u wakened 
me— a sound— and as It was repealed to 
my r.ow aroused ears 1 knew that I had 
heard It before, off and on. during my 
sleep It was the extraordinary cough! 

i looked up. Yes, there be eras! Ai 

some two or three yards - distance only, 
at th** other side of I he fireplace, which 
I have forgotten to mention as another 
peculiar item In that night's peculiar ex- 
periences, considering i Hii \ «■ every rea- 
son to believe 1 wu still In Germany, 
was not a stove, but an open grate 

And he had not been there when 1 first 
fell asleep; to that I was prepared to 
swear, 

"He must have come sneaking In after 
me." I thought, and In all probability 
I should neither have noticed nor 
recognised him but for that traitorous 

cackle of his 

Now. my misgivings amused, my first 
thought, of course, was for my precious 
charge. I stooped. There were niy rugs, 
my larger bag, but — no. not th*- smaller 
one; and though the other two were 
there. 1 knew at once that they were 
not quite In the suite position— not *•> 
close to me. Horror seized me. Half 
wildly 1 gazen around, when niy silent 
neighbor bent toward me. 1 could de- 
clare there was nothing In hi* hand 
when h'* dkl so. and I could declare as 
positively that 1 hud already looked un- 
der the small round table beside whl-li 
1 sat. and that the bag was not there. 
And yet when the man, with a slight 
ruckle, caused, no doubt, by his stoop- 
ing. raised himself, the thing was in his 
ha nd ! 

Was he a conjurer, a pupil of Maske- 
lyne and Cook? And how was It that, 
even a* he held out my missing property, 
he managed, and that most cleverly and 
unobtrusively to prev*-ut niy catching 
sight of his face’ I did not see It then 
— I never did see it! 

Something he murmured, to the ef- 
fect that he supposed the bag was what 
I was looking for. In what language 
he spoke I know not: It was more by th.- 
action accompanying the mumbled 
sounds that 1 gathered h*s meaning 
than that I heard anything articulate. 

J thanked hint, of course, mechanical- 
ly. so to say, though 1 begun to feel as 
if he were an evil spirit haunting me. 

I could only hope that the splendid lock 
to the bag had defied all curiosity, but 
I felt In a fever to be alone again, and 
able to satisfy myself that nothing had 
been tampered with. 

The thought recalled my wandering 
faculties. How long hud I been asleep? 

I drew out my watch. Heavens! It was 
close upon the hour named for the first 
train In the morning. I sprang up. col- 
lected my things, and dashed out of the 
"restauration." If I had not paid for 
my coffee before. 1 certainly did not pay 
for It then. Beside tny haste, there 
was another reason for this — there was 
no one to pay to! Not a creature was 
to be »*-et» in the ro..m or at the door 
a* I passed out— always excepting the 
man with the cough. 

As 1 left the plate and hurried along 
the road a bell began, not to ring, but 
to toll. It sounded most uncanny. What 
It meant, of course. 1 have never known. 
It may have been a summons to the 
workpeople of some manufactory. It may 
have been like all the other experiences 
of that strange night. But no; tnls theory 
1 will not at present enter ujw*n. 

luvrn was not yet breaking, but there 
was in one direction a faint suggestion 
t»f something of the kind not far off. 
Otherwise all was dark. I stumbled 
along the best I could, helped In reality. 

1 suppose, by th*- ugly yellow glimmer 
of the woebegone street or r*»ad lamps. 
And it was not far to the station, though 
somehow it seemed farther than when I 
came, and somehow. t«*o. It seemed To 
have grown steep, though I could not 
remember having noticed any slope the 
other way on my arrival. A nightmare- 
like sensation begun to oppress me. 1 
Mt as if my luggage was growing mo- 
mentarily heavier and heavier, as If 1 
should .lever reach the station; and to 
this was Joined the agonizing terror of 
missing the train. 

I made a desperate effort. Cold ns it 
was. the beads of perspiration stood out 
upon my forehead as I forced myself 
along. And by degrees the nightmare 
feeling cleared off. I found myself en- 
tering the station at a run Just as — yes. 
a train was actually beginning to move! 

I flashed, baggage and all. into a com- 
partment; it was empty, and It woe a 
second-class one. precisely similar to the 
on** I had occupied before; it might have 
been the very same one. The train 
gradually Increased it* speed, but for the 
first few moments, while still in the sta- 
tion and passing through It* Immediate 
entourage, another strange thing struck 
me — the extraordinary silence and llfe- 
lessnes* of all about. Not one human 
being did I see. no p*.rtcr watching our 
departure with the faithful though stolid 
Interest always to he seen alone In the 
train— It might have had a freight of th" 
dead, and been Itself propelled hy some 
*u[>ematural agency, so noiselessly, so 
gloomily did It proceed. 

You wilt scarcely credit that I actu- 
ally and for the third time fell asleep, I 
could not help it. Some occult influence 
was at work upon me throughout those 
dark hours. I am positively certain. And 
with the daylight it was dispelled. For 
when again I awoke I felt for the first 
time sine* leaving home completed and 
normally myself, fresh and vigorous, all 
my facult’es at their best. 

But. nevertheless, my first, sensation 
was a start of amazement, almost of 
terror. The compartment was nearly 
full! There were at least five or six 
travelers beside myself, very respecta- 
ble. ordinary-looking folk, with nothing 
iu the least alarming about them. Yet 


It was with a gasp of extraordinary re- 
lief that I found my precious bag in the 
corner beside me. where I had carefully 
placed It. It was concealed from view. 
No one. I felt assured, could have 
touched It without awakening me. 

It was broad and bright daylight. 
How long had I slept? 

"Can you tell me." I Inquired of my 
opposite neighbor, h cheery-faced compa- 
triot — "can you tell me how soon wt get 

to Junction by this train? T am 

most anxious to catch the night ranil at 
Calais, and am quite out of tny reckon- 
ings. owing to an extraordinary delay 

at . I have wasted half the night 

by getting into a stopping train in- 
stead of the express " 

He iooked at me in astonishment. He 
must have thought tr» either mad or 
just awaking from a fit of Intoxication 
— only 1 flatter myself I did not look as 
if the latter were th - case. 

"How soon we get to Junction?" 

he repeated. "Why. my good sir. you 
loft it about three hours ago! It is 
now 8 o'clock. We all got in at the 
junction. You were alone. If 1 mistake 
not?" H«- glanced at one or two of the 
others, who indorsed his statement. 
"And very fast asleep you were, and 
must have been, not to Be disturbed by 
the bustle at the station. And as for 
catching the evening boat ul Calais”— 
he burst into a loud guffaw— "why. It 
would be very hard lines to do no bet- 
ter thnn that! We all hope to cross by 
the midday one." 

"Then what train is tills?" I ex- 
claimed utterly expressed. 

’The express, of course. All of us 
excepting yourself, joined It at the Junc- 
tion." he replied. 

"The express?" I repeated. "The ex- 
press that leaves ,*’ and I named my 

own town, "at 6 in the evening?" 

"Exactly. You have got Into the 
right train after all.” nn«l here cam*- an- 
other shout of amusement. "How did 
you think we had all got in if you had 
not yet passed the junction? You httd 
n*»t the pleRSure of our company from 

M . I take It? M . which you 

passed at 9 o-clock last night. If my 
memory is correct.** t 

"Then.” I persisted, "this Is the 
d>>uMc-fast express, which doe* not 
stop between M and your Junc- 

tion?" 

"Exactly." he repeuted: and then, con- 
firmed most probably Ut his belief that I 
u-«* mad. or the other thing, he turned 
to hi* newspaper, and left me to my own 
extraordinary cogitations. 

Hod I been dreaming? Impossible! 
Every sensation, the very taste of th*- 
coffee, seemed still present with me— the 
curious accent of the officials hi the mys- 
terious town I could perfectly recall. I 
still shivered at the remembrun*— of the 
chilly waking iu the "restauration;” 1 
heard again the • tkling cough. 

But l frit I must collect mvself. and 
be ready f**r the Important negotiation 
Intrusted to me. And so lo do this I 
must for the time banish these fruitless 
effort* ut ootvlug Hit* problem. 

We had a good run to Calais, found the 
boat in %vulting. mid u fair passage 
bro tight t»s prosperously across the chan- 
nel. I found myself In b>ndun punctual 
to the Intended hour of my urrival. 

At once I drove t«* the lodging* in a 
small street off the Strand which I was 
accustomed t*» frequent In such circum- 
stance*. I felt nervous HU T had an op- 
portunity of thoroughly overhauling my 
documents. The bag had been opened 
by the custom house officials, but the 
word# “private i*a.per»” had sufficed to 
prevent any further examination; and lo 
my unsi>eakable delight, they were In- 
tact. A glance satisfied me as to this 
the moment I got them out. for they 
were most carefully numbered. 

The next morning saw me early on my 
way t** — 909. we will say— Biackfrfars- 
st.. whore was the office of Messrs. Blue- 
stone & Fogg. 1 had never been there 
before, but It was easy to find, and had 
1 felt any doubt, their name stared me 
In the hu e at the side of the open door- 
way. "Second floor." r tb-* light I read: 
hut When I reached the first landing r 
Imagined 1 must have been mistaken. 
For there, at a floor ajar, stood an em- 
inently respect uJde-lo* 'king gentleman, 
who bowed as he saw me. with a discreet 
smile. 

"Herr Schmidt?” he said "Alt. yra; I 
was on the lookout for you.’* 

I felt a little surprised. «nd my glance 
Involuntarily strayed to the doorway. 
Th<*rr- wa* no name upon It. and it ap- 
peared to have been freshly painted. 
My new friend saw tny glance. 

"It Is all right." he said, "we have 
th<- painters here. We are using these 
lower rooms temporarily* 1 was w itch- 
ing to prevent your hating the trouble 
of mounting to the second floor." 

And as i follow. -d him in I caught 
sight of a painter's ladder— a small one— 
on the stair above, and the smell was 
also unmistakable. 

The large outer office looked bare and 
empty, but under the circumstances that 
was natural. No one was. at the first 
glance, to be seen; but behind a dulled 
gins* partition screening off one cor- 
ner I fancied I caught sight of a seated 
figure. And an Inner office, to which my 
conductor led the way. had a more com- 
fortable and Inhabited l<*ok. Here stood 
a younger man. He bowed politely. 

"Mr. F.tgg my Junior." raid the first 
Individual airily. “And now. Herr 
Schmidt, to business a: once. If you 
please. Time Is everything. You have 
all the documents ready?" 

I answered by opening niy hag and 
spreading out Its contents. Both men 
were very’ grave, almost taciturn; but as 
I proceeded to explain things It was 
easy to see that they thoroughly under- 
stood all I said. 

"And now." I went on, when I had 
reached a certain point. "If you will 
give me Nos. 7 and 13. which you have 
already received by registered post. I 
can put you In full possession of the 
whole. Without them, of course, all I 
have said is. so to say, preliminary i 
only." 

The two men looked at each other. 

"Of coure." Mid the elder man. "I fol- 
low what you say. The key or the whole 
Is wanting But I was momentarily ex- 
pecting you to bring It out. We hate 
not — Fagg. I arn right, am I not? — we 
have received nothing by post." 

"Nothing whatever.” replied his Junior. 
And the answer seemed simplicity It- 
self. Why did a strange thrill of mis- 
giving go through me? Was It some- 
thing in the look that had passed be- 
tween them? Perhaps no. 

Ip. any cast* strange to say. the in- 
consisteni-j* between their having re- 
ceived no paper* and yet looking for tny 
arrival at the hour mentioned in the 
leiter accompanying the documents, ami 
accosting utt* by name. *11*1 not strike me 
til! some hours Inter. 

I threw off what 1 believed to be my 
ridiculous mistrust, and It was not diffi- 
cult to do so In my extreme annoyance. 

"I cannot understand It.” 1 said. “It 
ts really too bad. Everything depends 
upon 7 und 13. I must telegraph at once 
f*«r Inquiries to be Instituted at the post- 
office.” 

"But your people must have dupli- 
cates." said Fagg eagerly. "These ean 
be forwarded at once.” 

“I hope so." I said, though feeling 
strangely confused and worried. 

“They must send them direct here.’* 
he went on. 

I did not at once answer. I was 
gathering my papers together. 

"And In the meantime." he proceeded, 
touching my bag. "you hod better leave 
these* here. We will lock them up tn the 
safe at once. It Is hett«r than carrying 
them about London.” 

It certainly seemed so. I half laid 
down the hag oil the table, but at that 
moment from the outer room a most 
peculiar sound caught my ear*— « faint 
cackling cough! 1 think I concealed my 
start. I turned away as if considering 
"Fagg’s" suggestion, which, to confess 
the truth. I bad been on the very point 
of agreeing to. For It would have been 
a grest relief to nte to know that the 
papers were In safe custody. But now 
a flash of lurid light seemed to have 
transformed everything 

"I thank you.” I replied. "I should tv* 
glad to be free from the responsibility of 
the charge, but I dare not let these out 
of my own hands till the agreement 1* 
formally signed." 

The younger man s face darkened. He 
assumed a bullying tone. 

"I don’t know how It strikes you. Mr. 
Bluest oae.” he sold, "but It sevms to me 
that this young gentleman la going 


rather too far. Do you think your em- 
ployers will be pleased to hear of your 
insulting us. sir?" 

But the elder man smiled condescend- 
ingly, though with a touch of supercili- 
ousness. it whs very well done. He 
waved his hand. 

• Stay, my dear Fagg; we can well 
afford to make allowance. You will tele- 
graph at once, no doubt. Herr Schmidt, 
and — let me see — yes. we shall receive 
the duplicate* of Nor. 7 and 13 by first 
post **n Thursday morning." 

i bowed. 

"Exactly.” I replied, as I lifted the 
now locked l»ng. "And you may expect 
me ;u the same hour on Thursday morn- 
ing '* 

Then I took my departure, accompanied 
to th* door by the urbane individual 
who hod received me. 

The telegram which I at once de- 
spatched was not couched precisely as 
he would have dictated. I allow. And 
he would have been considerably sur- 
prised at my sending off another later 
In th** day. to Bluestone & Fagg’s t«le- 
gtuphic address. In then,, words: 

"Unavoidably detained till Tliursdav 
morning. SCHMIDT.” 

This was after the arrival of a wire 

from home in answer to mir.e. 

Hut Thursday morning 1 had had time 
to receive a letter from Herr Wilhelm, 
and to secure the services of a certain 
not«d detective, accompanied b> whom 
I presented myself at the appointed 
hour at 909. But my companion’s serv- 
ices were not required. The birds hud 
flown, warned by the same traitor In 
our camp through whom th« first hints 
of the new patent had leaked out. With 
him It was easy to deal, poor wretch! 
bat the clever rogues who had em- 
ployed him and personated the members 
of the honorable firm of Bluestone A* 
Fagg were never traced. 

The negotiation was successfully car- 
ried out. The experienc. 1 had gone 
through left me a wiser min. It Is lo 
be hoped, too. that the owners <*P 3**t 
Blackfriarx-st. were more cautious in 
the future as lo whom they |»-t their 
premises to when temporarily "Vacant 
Tin* repainting of the doorway, etc., ut 
the tenant's own expense hud already 
rouped some slight suspicion. 

It is needless to add that Nos. 7 and 13 
had beep duly received on the second 
fl*M>r. 

I have never known the true history 
of that extraordinary night. Was It 
all a dream, or it prophetic vision of 
warning?" 

Or was It In any sense true? Had I. 
in some Inexplicable way, left my own 
town earlier than 1 Intended, and really 
traveled In a slow train? 

Or had the tnan with a cough, for his 
own nefarious purpose, mesmerized or 
hypnotized nte, and to some extent suc- 
ceeded? 

! cannot sav. Sometimes, even. I ask 
myself !f I am quite sun* that there 
ever was sin h a person ns "the man 
with the cough.” — Louisa Molesworth iu 
Longmans,’ 

An luiphitilan* Kanaka. 

Among the natives who will go lo the 
midwinter fair al .San Francis* o Is 
James Apu. now In this city from Kauai, 
who U the champion surf-rider and diver 
of that Island. Many stories of the re- 
markable feats performed by this man 
in the water are related. 

It is said that he Is so expert at diving 
that he can stay under water for four 
minutes nt a time, and meanwhile catch 
fish with a spear and net which he uses 
while on his submarine visit. He has 
no fear -of sharks, an*! will take to the 
water at any time mu! under any cir- 
cumstances. While **n board one of the 
Island steamers a little while ago off 
Diamond Head. Apu got fish hungry 
and Jumped overboard, caught some and 
returned to the steamer In u few min- 
utes. in ISM, while at Molokai in a 
small schooner with three nr four **th**r 
natives, after diseasing several bottles 
«>f gin. the others left Apu on shore for 
a joke and sailed for Maui. Apu threw 
off his clothes, tied them in a bundle 
on his head, ar.d swam after the w h* .on- 
er. which h»* soon caught up with. Tin- 
others would not let him on so he struck 
out for himself and swam the entire 
distance, reaching Maui shore some 
time before the others. Tile distance is 
over eight miles and the current swift 
and dang-rous. 

Apu will give surf-riding exhibitions 
on hta arrival at Sen Francisco, usd the 
board \>hich he will use has l>een qnade 
to order of redwood, which Apu says Is 
preferable to kao. being so much lighter. 
It Will be painted black, that color be- 
ing most obnoxious to sharks This 
surf board Is tweleve feet long, and 
when performing Apu stands erect on 
It and goes through a variety of won- 
derful feats In balancing, etc.— Hawaiian 
Btar. 

A New fiinallemiek. 

A candlestick made of brass, solid or In 
one plee«. Is being brought out In En- 
gland. It has a china socket, and for 
durability has great value. As the En- 
glish. and. in fact, all Europeans, are 
predisposed lo the condb* and the can- 
dlestick. anything in this line Is of value 
In living economy, whereas In this coun- 
try It would only receive a passing 
notice.— liar dwa re. 


OFFICIAL DATES. 

Llal of < «BBty Fairs Received l.y 
secretary Kennedy. 

♦ 

_ 

B e ero t ary Kennedy of the state board 
of agriculture has received officially the 
dates selected for the county and district 1 
fairs tb he held in Indiana this year. 
Th** Indiana state fair comes from Sept. 
17 to 22 and there are four local faln- 
whleh conflict with It. This fist as far as 
completed ls as follows; 

JI'LY 30 TO AUG. 4. 

Ripley County’ Agricultural Association— i 
Osgood; W. C. l«esll*\ secretary. 

Putnam County Agricultural Association 
— Bain bridge; H. O. Foster, secretary. 

Wayne. Henry and Randolph County Fair 
A saoclut Ion— Middletown; P. A. Wtsehnrt. 
secretary. 

AUG. * TO U. 

Wayne County Fair Association— Hagers- 
town; John Bowman, secretary. 

New Ross Trotting and Faring Associa- 
tion— New Ross; G. O. Bran, secretary. 

Jennings County A ert cultural Association 
—North Vernon: Fred H. Naaer. secretary. 

AUG. 13 TO 13. 

Delaware County Agricultural and Me- 
chanical Association— >1 uncle. M. 8. Clay- 
pool. secretary. 

Jefferson County Fair Association— Madi- 
son; 8. E. lUurh. secretary. 

AUG. 30 TO 25. 

Hancock County Agricultural Association 
—Greenfield; \V, P. Hldgood. secretary. 

Tipton County Fair Company— Ttpion: 
Ix-e Nash, secretary. 

Newion County Agricultural Association 
— Monaeco: A. E. Purkey, secret arv 
fipencer County Fair Association— Rock- 
port; C. M Partridge, secretary 
Warren County Joint Stock Agricultural 
Association -West Lebanon; Frank J. Good- 
win. secretary. 

AUG. 27 TO SEPT. i. 

Johnson County Agricultural and Horti- 
cultural Association — Franklin: . S. 

Young, secretary. 

Decatur County Agricultural Association 
— Greens bunt; Ed Kessing, secretary. 

Clinton County Agricultural Society— 
Frankfort; Joseph Heavllon. secretary 
Harrison County Agricultural BAclety— 
Corydon; T. S. Oetzendaimer. secretary 
Remington Fair Association— Remington; 
Ja*q»er Guy. secretary 
Warrick County Agricultural Association 
— Boonville; Klee Wilson, secretory . 

Oakland Agricultural and Industrial Soci- 
ety- Ouk land City; \V. C Miller, secretary. 

Scott County Fair A—*ootadon—Scotr»- 
burgli; Joseph H. Shea, secretary. 

SEPT. 3 TO 8. 

Grant County Agricultural Society— Ma- 
rlon ; H. G. Hamuker. secretary. 

Montgomery County Union Agricultural 
Society — Crawfordsvllle; W. W. Morgan, 
secretary. 

Ileftum and Warren Agricultural Associa- 
tion— Boswell; W. H. McNight, secretary. 

Shelby Countv Joint Slock Association— 
8 he! by vt lie; E. K. Stroup, secretary. 

Washington County Fair Association— 
Salem: E. W. Menaugh. secretary, 

Siilltvuii County Agricultural Society— 
Sullivan: C. H. Crowder, secretary. 

Franclsvllle Agricultural Society— Fran- 
clavllle; E. If. Applegate, secretary. 

SEPT 10 TO 16. 

Monroe County Agricultural. Live Stock 
and Driving Association— Bloomington ; C. 
R Worrell, secretary 
Kentland Agricultural Fair Association— 
Keu Hand; W. T. Drake, secretary. 

Lake County Agricultural Society- 
Crown Point; w. L. Altman, secretary. 

Gibson County Fair Association— Prince- 
ton. 8. Vet Strain, secretary . 

Warren Tri-County Fair—' Warrant Na- 
than Fisher Ben quo. secretary 
Clark County Fair Association— Charles- 
ton L. C. Morrison, secretary. 

SEPT. 17 TO 32. 

Steuben r*ountv Agricultural Association 
—Angola; H. L Huston, secretary. 

TH -State Fair Association— Evansville! 
R. L. Akin, secretary. 

Bedford Fair and Trotting Association— 
Bedford; Frank O. Stannard, Springfield, 
secretary. 

Mar-hall founty Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Association— Plymouth; C. Fisher, sec- 
retary. 

Vermillion County Fair Association — Ca- 
yuga; I. S. Grondyke, secretary. 

SEPT. 34 TO 3. 

La porte County Agricultural Association 
— Laportc; J. V. Dorians, aecretary. 

North Manchester Tri-Count) - Fair Asso- 
ciation-North Manchester; B. F. Clemens, 
secretary. 

Vermillion County Joint Ktock Society — 
Newport : John Richardson, secretary. 

Huntington County Agricultural Society— 
Huntington; A. 1-. Beck, secratary. 

Eastern Indiana Agricultural Association 
— Kendallvtlle; .1 S. Conlogue. secretary. 

Jay County Agricultural and Horticultur- 
al Joint Htock Company— Portland; George 
W. Bergman, secretary- 

OCT. 1 TO 6. 

Green County Agricultural Society— Un- 
ton: D. J. Terhune, secretary. 

Fulton County Mechanical Society— 
Rochester; G. P. Dawson, secretary - . 

Poplar Grove District Fair — Poplar Grove; 
A. D. Woods, secretary. 

Randolph County Union Agricultural So- 
ciety— Winchester; D. K. Huffman, secre- 
tary. 

OCT. 8 TO IX 

Northeastern Indiana Agricultural Asso- 
ciation— Waterloo: J. G. Johnson, secretary. 

Marlon County Agricultural and Horti- 
cultural Society— Indianapolis; Ida F. Rich- 
ardson. <16 Virginia -a ve. 

Bourbon Fair Association— G. D. Kttln- 
ger. secretary 
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COLD IN THE HEAD 

relieved instantly bjrene application of 

Birney’s Catarrh Powder 
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Sola everywhere by drnrotataor dlrrrt 

M do you pey f) tofjfor* catarrh 
remedy, when (at popular rriect) 

Birney’s Catarrh Powder 

Is better than ail others? No sneezing P A 
or Irritating c'.!octa. Foil i*tio tuttiooi JJlla 
powder and butter, c<iMlk , Port-paid , , -U 
Neat hodcompeett cwioe Parried in rest p* k*,t. 
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GRATEFUL — COMFORTING. 

EPPS’S COCOA 

BREAKFAST — 6 UPPER. 

’’By a thorough knowledge of the natural 
laws which govern the operations of diges- 
tion ana nutrition, and by a caretul appli- 
cation of the fine properties of well- 
selected Cocoa. Mr. Epps has provided for 
Our breakfast and nipper a dehcateqr 
flavored beverage which may save ua 
Duty heavy doctors’ utile It D by the 
Judicious use of such articles of diet that 
& prostitution may be gradually built up 
until strong enough to resist ever) - ten- 
dency to disco.****. Hundreds of subtle mal- 
adies are floating around us ready to at- 
tack wherever there ts a weak point. We 
may escape many a fa:al shaft by keep- 
ing ou*ftelv«s well fortified with pure blood 
nourished frame.”— CIvU 


and a property 
Service Gazette. 


AGENTS 


At how* cr lo irac L Tm linl.M 

free. r. a Tiauay, iurcu. Ua 


Mode simply with boltng water or milk. 
Bold omy in half-pound tins, by Qrocanb 
labelled thus: 

JAM an tpfid A CO . ua., Hutn-. opelhic Ch.rnUU, 
Londoa. KBcatad- 


FITS CURED 

( From TT, S. Josnisrf of MeAUt-u.) 

Prof. W. H.Pteko.whoruiiki-* srpwiiUiy of Eptltrpcr, 
baa w ithout doobt trained and cured morerjuesUian 
•nylirlng Physician ; birsnroaMLnstoDWlimg. We 
have heard of caeca of to/ year*' rutidlag rarod by hen. 
fie [*ut>liabrea TAloxble work on this disease which he 
•ends with a large bottle of his eteotsie cuts, free to 
soy sufferer who msy seed their P.O. and Express ad- 
Srese. We sdtlsr anyone wishing a rare Jo add-ess, 
Prof. W. U. MBS F. I).. 4 cedar Sl. New 1 Mtk. 


ADVICE TO DYSPEPTICS. 

C OKTBMTS: Dyspopa a and tu oan«ro. Bxpert* 

enos of a aofferer. Liver complete*, a twin di«or- 
der. Constipation a rcanll of dyspepsia. Pood to be 
taken. Pool to bo avoided. Mali *4 free to any ad- 
drose. JOHN H. M*: ALVIN, LowsU. Meat., 14 ywers 
City Treat. 


THE BEST MACHINE ON EARTH 

Your wife will be in want of a 

Sewing Machine 

Anticipating the demand, THE SENTINEL has made 
special arrangements to supply your wants. 

OUR OFFER: 

We will lurnish the Famous SENTINEL SEWING 
MACHINE (No. 4) and the STATE SENTINEL lor one 

year lor 

$1 T.25. 

This Machine is fully warranted and money will be refunded if it is not as advertised. No. 
3, same as No. 4, except with two drawers instead of four, will be furnished with the STATE 
SENTINEL one year tor 

$ 10 . 00 . 

POiNTS OF SUPERIORITY. attachments 

INDIANAPOLIS SENTINEL Accompanying Each Machine 



INDIANAPOLIS SENTINEL 

SEWING MACHINE 

Has the latest design of bent woodwork, with skeleton drawer 
esses, made in both walnut an-i oak, highly finished and the 
most durable made. 

The stand is rigid and strong, having braoa from ovar each 
•n*i of treadle rod to table, ha* a large balance wheel with belt 
replace#, a very easy motion ol treadle. 

The head is free of plate tensions, the machine is so set 
that without any change of upper or lower tension you can 
eew trom No. 40 to No. 150 thread, and hy a very slight change 
of disc tension on face plate, you can sew from the coarsest to 
the finest thread. It has a self-setting needle and loose pulley 
device on band wheel for winding bobbins without running 
the roach ine. 

It is adjustable in all its bearines and has leas spr.nsr* than 
any other sewing machine on the market. It is the quickest 
to thread, being self-threading, except the eye of needle.' It 
la the easiest machine in changing length of stitch, and is very 
^Uiet and easy running. 


ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


One Ruffler, with Shlrrer Plate, 
One Set of 4 Plate Hammers, 
One Binder, 

One Presser Foot. 

One Hammer and Feller, 

One Braider Foot, 

One Tucker, 1 

One Qoilter, i 

One Plate Gauge, < 

One Slide for Braider, < 

One Oil Can (with Oil), 

One Thread Cutter, 


Attachments in bracks* 
are all interchangeable 
into bub on pressor bar; 


Fix Bobbins, 
reven Necdlee, 

One Ijirge Screw Driver, 
One Small Screw Driver. 
One W ranch. 

One Instruction Book 


WARRANTY. 


Every Machine is fnliv warranted for five years. Any 
part proving defective will be replaced free of charge, except- 
ing needlee, bobbins and shuttles. 


Address all orders to THE SENTINEL, Indianapolis, Ind. 

P. S. — This Machine is shipped direct from the manufactory to the purchaser, saving ail 
twiddle men’s profits. 
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